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SPIRITUAL MATURITY IN THE MARKETPLACE
ROB GENIN, YBL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Do you ever wonder where you can engage
unbelievers in conversation? One of the reasons
for the gospel opportunity in the marketplace
is that it brings people of every background
together. At work, there are opportunities
everywhere!

This means there is an incredible opportunity for
disciple-making in the marketplace. Most adult
men and women spend the largest number of
their waking hours at work, and there are few
places they can have greater influence on the
lives of others. The apostle Paul engaged people
in the marketplace because of the free exchange
of ideas that occurs as people exchange goods
and services: “So he (Paul) reasoned in the
synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing
Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day
with those who happened to be there” (Acts 17:17).
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The diversity of the work ecosystem also means that few
places are as challenging to our faith as the marketplace.
Lots of worldviews vie for supremacy there. The pressure
to produce success and profit can be extreme. For that
reason, we must be continually growing in our own walk
with Jesus. Spiritually mature men and women who see
themselves as stewards of God's creation and resources
are crucial in an environment like that.

YBL Ministries continues to equip men and women to
engage people in the marketplace with the Word of God.
We continue to build a pipeline of mature disciples to
reach the next generation with the hope of Jesus. In this
2025 edition of our newsletter, | hope you can celebrate
with us how God is changing and maturing disciples to
make disciples - in Birmingham, Jackson, and beyond.
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YBL BIRMINGHAM UPDATE: EXPANDING WITHIN BIRMINGHAM
CHRIS JONES, BIRMINGHAM SMALL GROUPS COORDINATOR

The Lord has been very kind to YBL in
Birmingham in 2025. Since I've been here,
my marching orders have been to expand
YBL's geographic footprint in the metro
area. When | arrived, we had many groups,
but they were heavily concentrated in
the heart of the wealthiest suburbs. Last
year, we partnered with Double Oak
Community church and added groups in
Chelsea to the south. After that expansion,
we looked at other opportunities and saw
we had only one group in the western part
of town.

To address that need, early this year, we started a small group in the Trace Crossings area of Hoover. That immediately
became the closest YBL group to 122,671 people in four zip codes.

This summer, we launched a Trussville group, which brings YBL to the booming northeastern suburbs (32,125 people
in the 35173 zip code alone).

In October, we launched a Gardendale
group, bringing YBL to North Jefferson and
even Blount counties. This is a significant
step forward with our "oak and acorn”
strategy, as we have found a tremendous
partner to launch this group. First Baptist
Gardendale and their Marketplace and
Discipleship Pastor Allen Oakley have
jumped in with both feet; Allen is even
leading the initial Gardendale group.

I've been part of the YBL Bible study group every Thursday morning in Trussville for several weeks now, and it's made a profound difference
in my spiritual life. In the hustle of daily life as a dad and professional, finding consistent time for faith can be tough, but this gathering has
become a true blessing. We start our group time by immersing ourselves in God's Word, breaking down scriptures with practical insights that
apply directly to our everyday challenges. The prayer time that follows is powerful—sharing burdens and praises openly and supporting each

other in faith. What | love most in my group is the genuine encouragement; everyone listens, shares wisdom, and builds each other up, creating
a community that feels like an extended family. YBL has deepened my understanding of Scripture, strengthened my prayer life, and inspired
me to live out my faith more boldly. If you're seeking a welcoming group to study, pray, and grow together, come join us on Thursdays—it's
transformative! - Corey, Trussville Group

All'in all, we have started eight new groups in 2025 to go with approximately twenty-five continuing groups. We have
added over 45 men to new and existing groups and have matched 40+ men with mentors. We praise God for the
growth and ministry partnerships that are happening every day!



YBL SECOND HALF
ROB GENIN & LORING MUIR

The 2nd Half emphasis within YBL exists to help men finishing their careers to mobilize the gifts and wisdom they
have garnered in years of work and life experience. 2nd Half men have a strong emphasis on mentoring the next
generation, as well as participation in small groups for wisdom and strength during the major transitions they face
near the end of their careers. YBL 2nd Half supports these men by helping to organize small groups and mentoring
relationships, as well as developing specific curriculum and meetings to help facilitate important conversations
specific to this age and stage in men's lives.

In our Friday morning YBL meeting, we
are studying Hebrews. In Hebrews 10:24
- 25 the author tells us to consider ways
to motivate one another to love and good
works and to encourage one another as
we near the day of Christ’s return. YBL is
one of the ways we can do this. Meeting
with these men over the past couple of
years has motivated me to dig deeper into
the Word of God. | have found men who
care for each other and encourage each
other. Men who will love you, pray for you,
and challenge you to study the word and
grow in faith. I'm grateful for this group of
men and for YBL's work, investing in such
groups. - Carlton Tinker

| have the privilege of serving as a facilitator for a discipleship group of men ranging from their early 50s to late 60s. We started meeting in the fall of
2024 at Chick-fil-a on Valleydale Road. The group includes men of diverse backgrounds and denominations, but we are all unified in the desire to seek
God's will and purpose for our lives. Men in later life often deal with job changes, caring for elderly parents, supporting adult children, health concerns,
retirement, and looking after their spouses. This group quickly developed a connection because of shared experiences and the willingness to be
transparent in discussing struggles and weaknesses. We realized we no longer had reasons to hide behind our fears about what someone might think
about us. Earlier this year, we walked through an introductory 5-week study specifically designed for 2nd Half groups. Some of the topics included:
Purpose in the 2nd half, Identity Beyond Work, Regret and the Past, Friendship and Brotherhood. We had productive discussions and encouraged each
other to find meaning in the next phase of life. Our desire is to be like Caleb (Joshua 14:10-12). He modeled a bold, faith-filled pursuit of purpose in his
later years. He didn't settle into retirement- he asked for a challenge and believed God would empower him to be successful. We are praying for God to
raise up men to take part in and facilitate 2nd Half groups in the Birmingham area. These groups will provide an opportunity to fellowship with other
men facing similar challenges, unique to men in their 50s and 60s. - Loring Muir



YBL JACKSON MINISTRY UPDATE
DOUG MCDANIEL, FORMER YBL JACKSON CHAIRMAN

I am so thankfulto have served as chairman
of the board of YBL Jackson for the last 15
years. I'll start by saying | am so pleased
with the leadership of our new chairman,
Will Thomas. Will has been involved
with YBL for years and has a passion to
reach men in the business community. In
addition, we are so fortunate to have Drew
Narmour as our Executive Director. Drew
connects so well with all ages and is a
fantastic teacher. We continue to see 200+
attendees at our bi-annual banquets, with

roughly 25% of attendees being “first-
timers.” This leads to a healthy flow
into new small groups. We now have
a small group consisting of ladies led
by Sharon Gilmore, who is a member
of Madison Heights, our sponsor
church. While | will be rolling off the
board, | remain passionate about the
YBL ministry in Jackson. It has been
my honor to serve as board chair.

I joined my first YBL small group in February 2020. Thankfully, COVID didn't end our group as | value the relationships we have built. In that time, some
of us have become dads, changed jobs, or walked through disappointing seasons—many things that aren't easy to do alone. Having that opportunity
every Wednesday to talk through our faith, work, and struggles is a great encouragement. I'm also thankful for our group leader, Jared Pierce who has
modeled leadership in his consistency and care for the people in our group. He has recently asked me to step into a leadership role in our group, and
while | know he has left some big shoes to fill, 'm excited to see how God will use me. - Sam Berry




YBL SUMMER SERIES & URBAN HOPE PANEL DISCUSSIONS
ROB GENIN, YBL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In addition to our larger outreach events in winter and
fall, YBL looks for situational opportunities to host other
events that draw people together from the marketplace
with timely topics. In April, we partnered with Urban Hope
Church to host a lunch panel on “Urban Renewal and
Real Estate” We learned that real estate follows rooftops,
and rooftops follow a reason or a relationship. Churches
can help renew difficult areas as the relationships and
vision of reaching a community with the love of Jesus
create the energy to break destructive cycles.
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YBL also hosted three summer events at Samford
University titled Founders, Builders, and the Kingdom
of God. “Founders” discussed the importance of solving
unique problems in the world and how Christians can
address those problems out of love for God and people,
rather than merely for profit. “Builders” included a
panel of CEO's who talked about the challenges of
leading organizations with excellence and faith. Lastly,
“The Kingdom of God" emphasized the importance of
engaging people in the marketplace - how discipleship
requires a willingness to give yourself to serve others,
often beyond our comfort. We saw significant responses
from these events - both in terms of valuing the content,
and in people getting more involved with YBL through
groups and mentors.

YBL has given me the confidence and framework to move away from the negative influences | have seen in business; for example, earlier in my career, when
| talked to another businessman who advised me on how to make more profit, | remember thinking, “Some of what this guy is telling me to do is a little bit
shady. | don't think that this is the right way of doing business; | think that's treating people incorrectly” When | came to YBL, | saw the difference. The men in
this community are doing things the right way. It's not just them running their business. They actually pray and listen for God to tell them what to do in difficult
situations. Having mentors who live like that has really helped me to uphold my standards. Instead of just acting and reacting, | am more intentional in what
God has told me to do. - Chandler Howard




BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM THE YBL MINISTRIES TEAM

Rob’s Book Reviews

The 10 Second Rule by Clare DeGraaf

Our YBL Birmingham Winter Breakfast speaker this year, Bill Job, talked about
developing a close and obedient walk with Jesus. He called it the four-second rule
- that you typically have about 4 seconds from the time God places something
on your heart to share it with someone, or respond to an opportunity, before the
window closes. Clare DeGraaf learned from Bill this pattern of listening to and
obeying God in the moment—and calls it the ten-second rule. This book is an
excellent application of the principle of joyful obedience to God. | hope it will help
[ — you experience a close and energized daily walk with Jesus.

The Lost Art of Discipleship by Leroy Eims

This book is a classic. It is easy to dismiss older books - because of their age, they may feel
harder to read or somehow out of touch with today. To the contrary, C.S. Lewis said one
of the enduring qualities of classic books is their readability - they survive to be classics
for a reason. Leroy was with the Navigators Ministry and wrote this book in the 1970's.
It systematically explains the call to make disciples who make disciples and lead others
well. If you want help understanding how to obey the great commission practically (Matt
28:19-20), this book can help.

WELCOME NEW TEAM MEMBERS: ANSLEY HAYNIE & LORING MUIR

Ansley grew up in Alabaster, Alabama, attending a local church and Christian school. She earned a degree in
Organizational Leadership from Samford University. After she completed college, she married her husband, Skyelar.
They are involved in their church in Alabaster. She enjoys reading, crocheting, and playing with her dog, Appa.

Loring Muir currently volunteers to assist in developing the 2nd Half Ministry of YBL. Loring is a Birmingham native
and has been actively involved with YBL since 1990. He spent 41 years in the banking/financial services industry and
retired in 2020. Loring and his wife Claire have three daughters and six grandchildren. Loring enjoys golf, walking,
and encouraging men who are facing difficult trials.

Welcome Ansley and Loring!




What a year we have had at WBL! God continues
to bless the work of our ministry and open doors
for us to meet women where they are, share the
Gospel, and provide encouragement for living
more fully into the calling to be His image bearers.
As | think back over the events of the year and the
many women who have engaged with us in Bible
study and cultivation of Christ-like living, | rejoice
over God’s benevolent care. He has truly blessed
our gatherings and has strengthened our
leadership team to meet every challenge.

Our small group ministry is the heart of everything
we do, and it continues to grow. This year we
started four new small groups, meeting at Regions
Tower, Homewood, Cahaba Heights, and Galleria
Tower. WBL's small group ministry provides space
for women to gather for intentional Bible study,
prayer, and mutual support during the workday. We
have a team of dedicated small group leaders who
love the Lord and invest much time and energy in
this important ministry.

Speaking of small group leaders, WBL hosted a
wonderful workshop for these leaders in August.
The training, led by Bronwyn Cardwell, provided
helpful tips and encouragement for delving deeper
in our study of Scripture. Each participant gained
fresh inspiration and encouragement to continue in
the good work of leading their small group.

We have continued to see strong attendance at
our large group events, which included an
entrepreneurs panel discussion during the spring,
a five-week summer study series called “What the
Bible Says About..” featuring a wide range of
topics from anxiety to grief, and our always
popular fall Faith and Work Luncheon. The fall
luncheon attracted nearly 300 women to hear a
challenging message from Joanna Meyer, author
of Women, Work & Calling, to live more fully into
God’s call to work as women transformed by His
love and grace. Sharon Head is now following up
with women who expressed interest in joining a
small group and those who seek a mentoring

relationship or simply want to know more about
WBL.

We launched some new initiatives this year that
included events in February and September geared
specifically for single women and a mentoring
group specific to the needs of women leading
non-profit organizations. These new endeavors
add to an already strong program and have helped
us extend our reach.

Encouraging women to shine the light and love of
Christ in the marketplace is our mission. We are so
grateful to God for His guidance and to the many
supporters whose financial gifts and prayers make
our work possible!




This life will have its troubles, Jesus Himself tells us in
John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in
me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

The hymn, Be Still, My Soul, was penned by Kathrina
Von Schlegel during the German revival, marked by
the rise of Pietism. This revival stemmed from a
response to the overly pragmatic approach of the
early Reformation, which often focused more on
doctrine than transformation. Pietists argued that an
overly strong emphasis on doctrine and knowledge
meant little if the life of the believer was unmarked by
personal holiness. Of course, we very much hold that
tension today. We want and need to be guided by
strong doctrine, but as James 1:26 tells us, “For just as
the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith
without works is dead.”

Amid this movement, the writer wrote a collection of
hymns, including Be Still, My Soul. While much
ambiguity surrounds Kathrina’s life, what is clear is
that she was a woman guided by a clear doctrine
who knew how to speak truth to herself and share it
well with a wider audience. Still, some 250 years later,
churches around the globe still sing the words she
wrote so long ago and for very good reason!

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;

leave to your God to order and provide;

in ev'ry change he faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav'nly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Kathrina had a clear understanding of God’s
sovereignty and His faithfulness. As she penned her
first verse, did she reflect on Psalm 42:11?

“Why are you in despair, my soul?

And why are you restless within me?
Wait for God, for | will again praise Him
For the help of His presence, my God.”

Like the Psalmist, Kathrina von Schlegel spoke God’s
truths to herself. Like the Psalmist, she commands
her soul to be still, because God is there at her side.
He is in control and has the power to provide all she
needs- in grief, pain, change, and “thorny way.” She
took Him at His word.

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake

to guide the future as he has the past;

your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Here, she reflects on God’s guidance, wisdom, and
omniscience. She takes hold of trusting how God
has been faithful in the past and trusts Him for her
future. When 1 think of 1 Corinthians 13, 1
immediately think of the “love” chapter. But the
further doctrine of what awaits us is clear in verse
12: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face
to face; now I know in part, but then I will know
fully, just as I also have been fully known.” Her hope
and her confidence rest not in herself, but in a
trustworthy and faithful God who exercises infinite
wisdom in his care of us, and she realizes she only
sees through a mirror dimly.

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on

when we shall be forever with the Lord,

when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.

Be still my soul; when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

The last stanza is replete with the promises of what
awaits us! She points us to the end when God
makes all things new and right. She clearly knew
God as savior and restorer and voices her longing
to be with Him forever, where “love’s purest joys
[are] restored” and “we shall meet at last.” I feel like
that last sentence deserves an exclamation point!!!

This is what we are seeking to do each day at
Women Business Leaders. We are seeking to point
women to the truth of God’s Word, encourage
them to actively engage each day in the scriptures,
so that their minds may be transformed, and as they
“bear patiently the cross of grief or pain”, they will
do so with His hope and His confidence believing
that one day "love's purest joys” will be restored!



When [ first moved to Birmingham, | knew about the Lord but didn’t have much of a relationship with Him. A
few friends were involved in WBL and invited me to come along, | joined out of curiosity, not really sure what
to expect. | had never really spent time in the Word before, but Sharon patiently showed me how important it
is to be in it. While | enjoyed learning about God, I still wasn't fully trusting Him. | was holding tightly to the
desire to control the situations in my life.

This spring, as we studied the attributes of God, something shifted. Learning that God is omnipresent— that
He knows my thoughts at all times— made me realize that I couldn’t just put on a show of trust. He knew my
heart, and | couldn’t fake surrender.

That's when everything “clicked.” 1

realized 1 had been listening to the “
Lord, but I hadn't fully accepted Through WBL, |

what He was calling me to. My heart truly came to
needed to change. Through WBL, | .
truly came to faith. I learned what it fal[h: I'learned
means to trust the Lord daily; not just what it means to
in hard moments, but in every part of trust the Lord
life.

. N . daily; not just in
Knowing and walking with my Savior
has been the greatest blessing, and hard moments,
WBL has been amazing in helping me but in every part
do so. I've found so much more )
peace and joy in every area of my life, of life. 9

and I'm excited to see how He
continues to grow in me and through
me as [ walk alongside Him!

“l am interested in finding community ~ “Curious to see how | can get
that supports women in the plugged in! Been looking to
workplace (moms too!). | have found make more connections in
it challenging to plug in as most Birmingham with other faith
women's or mom's groups meet and purpose-driven women
during the work day in the mornings.  that are navigating the
[ am craving community and to give  working world.”

and receive encouragement! Looking

forward to receiving information and

the chance to attend events!”




Women, Work & Calling

RECOMMENDED BY

SHARON HEAD JOANMNA MEYER

Work is something every Christian
is called to, whether men or
women, whether paid or unpaid. If
we wish to steward all our resources
well, stewarding our time- a very
finite resource- is paramount, and
being reminded that working with
all our might, as unto the Lord, is
the privilege of every follower of
Christ.

Women,
Work &

jé—ﬁﬂﬁ ng

In this book, Joanna Meyer keeps
us Gospel-focused as we consider
our beliefs about work, where our
true strength flows from, and our
pursuit of purposeful relationships.

STEP INTQ YOUR| PLACE
IN GOD!S WORLD

Priscilla, Where
Are You?

RECOMMENDED BY
EMMA COCKLEY

A Woman’s Wisdom

RECOMMENDED BY

Wi ight h i
insome and straight to the point, S ARG FIEARD

Natalie Brand in her recently
published Priscilla, Where Are You? gives
biblically compelling reasons for
women to crave a robust doctrine of

The book of Proverbs stands as
one of the most practical yet
doctrinally rich books in all of

God. Unsettled by many a believer's /5 It SRS

superficial under-standing of the Bible
and doctrine, Natalie urges women to
know and love the deep things of
God, reminding her readers that “what
we believe about God is the single
most important thing about us.” We
would be glad to see every woman -
and man - read this brief but
thoughtful book and because of it,
more joyfully participate in the riches
of theology for the life of the church.

Scripture. When we approach it
not merely as a collection of self-
help sayings but as a revelation of
God'’s character and our call to live
in light of who He is, it becomes
truly transformative. In A Woman'’s
Guide to Wisdom: How the Book of
Proverbs Speaks to Everything, Lydia
Brownback does an excellent job

of helping us to see Proverbs in
this light. From defining what wisdom is and why it matters, to

hitting six important topics straight on (the power of words,
choosing friends, self-control, thinking biblically, stewarding
financial resources well, and safeguarding our sexuality), these
important areas of life are covered thoughtfully and with a
particular understanding of women. The inclusion of a study guide
with reflective questions at the end makes this book especially
valuable for small group study and personal spiritual growth.
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A faithful business career should begin with sending deep roots into the Word of God (Psalm 1:2-3). In this way, Young Business Leaders has been a
tremendous blessing in my life. In my small group, I've been encouraged and challenged by men from different industries and career stages, guided by
a leader who has faithfully taught the Bible for more than a decade. I've also met with a mentor in my own field who has given me practical wisdom for

flourishing in my work. YBL events have connected me with Christians across Birmingham and inspired me through excellent speakers, and the YBL
staff has consistently shown genuine care, regularly checking in to pray for and support me along the way. I'm grateful for how YBL has helped me plant
myself along the riverbank of God's faithfulness so | can bear good fruit in my life and work. - Will Kynes




